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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
. matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
. conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 8-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 

to non-statutory subject matter. The cited claims detail an apparatus having a plurality 

of means. However, as outlined in the specification, the apparatus can be implemented 

in software or can be implemented in a computer program product tangibly embodied in 

a machine-readable storage device (pg. 32, lines 19-24). There is no requirement that 

the apparatus is computer hardware or is embodied in a machine-readable storage 

device. Therefore, at best the apparatus is software and do not fit one of the statutory 

category of inventions. To be a machine, there must be some physical component. 

The software system does not require it to be stored on a computer storage device that 

is also required as outlined in M.P.E.P. 2106. 



2. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-7 and 15-21 are allowed. 
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3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The cited claims detail the steps of serially receiving a plurality of forward 
messages from a source, storing the fonA^ard messages before attempting to send them 
to their destinations, receiving an availability signal indicating whether the destination is 
available, simultaneously sending the forward messages to their destinations when an 
availability signal indicates that the destination is available, simultaneously receiving a 
plurality of reverse messages from the first destinations ; and serially sending the 
reverse messages to the source. The cited prior art of record at best teaches 
performing transactions / operations on destination memory devices in parallel (wherein 
the memory commands / requests are combined into one command and sent to the 
device or parallel processing memory commands on a plurality of memory devices by a 
memory controller after receiving them serially). The cited prior art of record does not 
teach the simultaneously sending of stored forward messages after receiving an 
availability signal indicating that the destination is available and simultaneously 
receiving a plurality of reverse messages wherein such messages are serially sent to 
the source. Therefore, the claims are allowable over the cited prior art of record. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lewis A. Bullock, Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3759. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

K onnc LEWISA. BWIOCK, JR 

December 26, 200b PRIMARY EXAMMER 



